SOUTHEND HOCKEY CLUB

MID-SUMMER BULLETIN

Welcome to the first club bulletin for a new season, letting you know all the arrangements for the next couple of months before the league matches start. This would normally be the job of the Club Captain, Gavin Cheeseman, but he has sensibly run away to Florida for two weeks and left the rest of us to sort this out. Just adds to the many drinks I’m sure he’ll end up owing by the time the season ends around Easter next year.

Club ‘Welcome’ Days

We’re getting things up and running with a couple of ‘Introduction Days’ towards the end of the month. The Ladies event runs from 2-4 pm on Saturday August 20th on the astro at St. Thomas More School and will involve some training, some games and a chance to sort out most of the paperwork needed before the season starts. Team selection is not dependant on just this day, so if you can’t make it don’t panic, but this could be your chance to shine so if you can possibly attend, please do and help show the newcomers to SHC how friendly we really can be.

The following week (Sat 27th) the men have a couple of gentle inter-club matches, also at Thomas More. The 1st vs 2nd match runs from 1.30 pm, with the 3rd vs 4th clash following on at around 2.45. Again we want to see as many players as possible in an attempt to impress the captains – Keith assures me that nobody’s place is assured in the 1st XI starting line-up, his own included !!

Captains should be contacting people prior to these events but if somehow you’re missed out, don’t think it’s on purpose, just pick up the phone and let them know you’re available.

Club Kit Available

Equipment takes time to be ordered, so get yourself organised before the first match of the season and let the Kit Officer, Tony Revell, know what you need. His home number is 01702 614120, his mobile 07843 603586 and  e-mail wkdice@hotmail.com
Wear your own club shirt with pride.

Bognor Tournament

The weekend of Sept 3rd is the Bognor Tournament and the Tournament Secretary (Anne-Marie Byford) needs to know who wants to go so it can be decided how many teams to enter. If you wish to attend but haven’t yet confirmed let Anne-Marie know ASAP. Due to the nature of the tournament and accommodation it has been decided that this one will be only for those 18 years old or over, but this in no way suggests any wrongdoing on the part of those ‘youth’ players who have been on other tournaments – you guys have been great and I’m sure will be again at the other events that we attend.

Training

Training restarts on Wednesday September 7th at Eastwood School, but there will be a slightly different format this year. To make better use of the space we will be running two sessions, 

the ladies training 8-9 pm and the men 9-10 pm. Although not perfect this is the best of the options available, so please grin and bear it if this causes any inconvenience.

70 Year Celebration
2006 represents 70 years since the founding of SHC and to celebrate there will be a series of social events aimed at funding a larger than usual Dinner & Dance. Louise Marsack and Marcus Watson will need every assistance in organising and running these, so if you think you can help, and especially if you have an idea you’d like to see or an event you’d like to run, let them know.

Summer Hockey

The summer season is pretty well over and the Ladies’ side of the club has been continuing its success as it looks like they have won their league. The men’s teams haven’t quite had the same sort of results but have managed to field two teams a week, play some truly ‘sexy hockey’ on occasions and give a few newcomers a chance to play. Well done to all concerned and especially the captains for their effort.

Subscriptions / Match Fees

Just a reminder that this season’s Match Fees are 

£10 Men, £8 Ladies, U18 £5.50, U16 £4.00 and U14 £3.50. 

Subs are £115, U18 £55, U16 £35 and U14 £31. The usual discount of £30 applies to those paid before the end of October (and £20 before end November) but this year you’ll only get this if the money has reached the Treasurer (Paul Mellish) by that time – that old trick of ‘I gave it to the Captain’ won’t work any longer. The club has loads of bills at the start of the season so get the cash in ASAP.

‘Fixtures’ for the next few weeks  

Aug 20th 
Ladies Welcome Day, 2.00 pm St. Thomas More 

Aug 27th

Men’s Welcome Day , St. Thomas More. 1st vs. 2nd 1.30 pm, 3rd vs. 4th 2.45 pm


Sept 3rd 

Bognor Tournament

Sept 10th

Essex Cup Ladies – Redbridge & Ilford Astro

Sept 11th (Sun)
Essex Cup Men - Redbridge & Ilford Astro

Sept 17th 
Friendlies
M1
Old Southendian 2 (Away - Warner’s Bridge)





M2
Dunmow (Away)





M3
Old Southendian 4 (Away – Warner’s Bridge)





M4
Old Southendian 5 (Home – Thomas More)





L1
Southend 2 (Home - Thomas More)





L2
Southend 3 (Home – Thomas More)

Sept 24th 
Friendlies
M1
Felixstowe (tba)





M2
Witham 2 (tba)





M3
Rochford 1 (tba)





M4
No Game



League

L1
Clacton (Home)





L2
Chelmsford 5 (Away)





L3
Romford 2 (Home)

Oct 1st

League

M1
Colchester 2 (Away)





M2
Chelmsford 4 (Home)





M3
Chelmsford 6 (Home)





M4
Thurrock 3 





L1
Brentwood 3 (Away)





L2 
Brentwood 4 (Home)





L3
Romford 1 (Away)

Confirmation of  details for Friendlies and League Matches, team selection and times will be given in the near future but if you’re in any doubt contact a team captain or Gavin Cheeseman (Club Captain). Especially for the friendlies, remember that the captains use these matches as a chance to try new things out so don’t consider their selections to be the final team for the league games – things can always change.

And finally…

That’s all for now – I hope to see as many of you as possible at the welcome days and training, and have a really great season.

Puppy 

(01268 775590)

